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ABSTRACT 

Background. Since the 15th century AD, the course of human 

civilization has been clear, with Western civilization surpassing its 

Islamic counterpart.  Even today, the strides made by Western 

civilization continue to be icons of global progress. 

Purpose. The roots of this civilization can be traced back to Europe, 

where over the course of six centuries, a series of transformative events 

took place, including the Renaissance, Industrial Revolution, 

Aufklarung, and French Revolution.  

Method. Muslims achieved significant progress during their classical 

period after a centuries-long process.  Therefore, it is not surprising 

that Europe has achieved great progress in politics, culture and 

technological advancement, as it has had access to this knowledge for a 

long period of time. 

Results. When comparing Western and Islamic civilizations, it is 

important to note that Islamic civilization reached great heights during 

its classical period.  

Conclusion. In the classical era, Western civilization teetered on the 

brink of darkness, plunging many Europeans into an identity crisis.  

Meanwhile, Islamic civilization flourished, and Europeans eagerly 

drew knowledge from its teachings. The 14th to 15th centuries ushered 

in a period of progress and growth for Western civilization, which 

influenced other cultures as well.  Today, after more than five 

centuries, Western civilization maintains its dominant position not only 

over Islamic and Eastern civilizations, but also other civilizations. The 

14th to 15th century Renaissance.  
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INTRODUCTION 

As mentioned (Mazza dkk., 2020), the period of 

progress in the West (Europe) has lasted more than five 

(Otto dkk., 2021). During that (Moriguchi dkk., 2020), 

Western civilization continued to lead all civilizations in 

the (Marshall dkk., 2020), including Islamic and other 

Eastern (Weng dkk., 2020). Signs that this civilization 

would experience a revival and progress displacing other 

civilizations were seen from the occurrence of several 

events since the 14th century AD that could be considered  
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as new phenomena that had never happened before in (Aringer dkk., 2019). In order of (Y. 

Wang dkk., 2019), it can be stated as (Hajek dkk., 2019).  

1. The Phenomenon of the New Renaissance in Europe from the 14th to the Early 16th 

Century CE.     

     Renaissance means rebirth or (Droulia & Charalampopoulos, 2022). The point was to 

bring Europeans back to the ancient Greek and Roman civilizations that were submerged for 

almost eight centuries as Europe sank into the darkness of the Middle (Chew dkk., 2020). 

The process of identifying and rediscovering the identity of the ancient Greek and Roman 

civilization that was forgotten by Europeans for several centuries from the 5th century AD 

to the end of the 13th century AD, was then born and re-emerged in the early 19th century. 

14th century AD to early 16th century AD. The subsequent emergence of Individualism, 

Rationalism and Secularism as common features, the emergence of various changes in all 

aspects of European social life was (Al-Ayyoub dkk., 2019). This is called the (Hu dkk., 

2020). 

2. Ocean Exploration and Discovery of New Territories  

     The second event that marked the beginning of the rise and progress of Western 

civilization was the exploration of the seas and the discovery of new territories by (Hu dkk., 

2020), in this case the Spanish and (Liu dkk., 2019), followed by the Dutch and (Wallace 

dkk., 2019).  

     Although Europe was not the most advanced region in the world at the beginning of the 

15th century AD, the ocean exploration activities carried out by Europeans were greatly 

influenced by three things: (1) the development of geography and astronomy owned by 

Europeans; (2) supported by advances in shipping technology; (3) They are very persistent 

in finding gold in new places, victory in various wars with Muslims (Glory), and expanding 

the influence of (Sharma dkk., 2021). 

3. Aufklarung: the cultural movement towards the age of Enlightenment  

     Emerging in the 18th century, the phenomenon of "aufklarung" colored the fabric of 

European (Perkins dkk., 2020).  In (Baak dkk., 2020), "aufklarung" refers to the (Li dkk., 

2020).  Broadly (Qunaibi dkk., 2021), it was a cultural movement that took root and 

developed in European society as a means to combat and eliminate all forms of superstitious 

(Guess dkk., 2020), (Anwar dkk., 2019), and myths that went against reason and common 

(Botchkarev, 2019).  

     As a cultural movement that emerged and developed in Europe in the 18th century AD, 

the Enlightenment Movement cannot be separated from the role of the (Benabid dkk., 2019), 

(Otto dkk., 2021), Dutch and German (Korten, 2020). The Enlightenment (Peng dkk., 2020), 

especially the emphasis on (Alom dkk., 2019), reading and arithmetic that the bourgeoisie 

gave to European (Arnett dkk., 2019). 

Some of the advances in Europe between the 17th and 19th centuries AD, The period 

spanning the 17th to 19th centuries AD witnessed a striking surge of European progress.  

Indicators of this progress were manifold, with the advent of pioneering scientific 

discoveries being at the forefront.  The Renaissance was the catalyst for a significant 

historical transformation, in which Europe emerged from the dark ages of the 16th and 17th 

centuries AD.  A thirst for knowledge motivated Europeans to unravel the mysteries of 

nature, cross oceans and explore new territories.  The result of these endeavors was a 

plethora of discoveries in various fields of science and life, including Christopher Columbus' 

landmark expedition of 1492 AD, The discovery of the Americas in 1492, followed by 
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Vasco da Gama's navigation to the East via the Cape of Good Hope six years later, was a 

pivotal moment in (“2020 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures,” 2020).  These milestones 

allowed Europe to make significant inroads into the world of (Hall Dykgraaf dkk., 2021), a 

development that made the old Muslim-controlled routes (Fettweis dkk., 2019). 

Signs of progress in Europe were also reflected in the rapid economic growth of European 

(C. Wang dkk., 2020). Signs of European progress in the 18th and 19th centuries ju. 

1. Islam's Role in Promoting European Revival and Progress 

The rise of Europe is inseparable from Islam's contribution to (Fanouriakis dkk., 2020). 

Many Europeans studied with Muslims for (“2020 Alzheimer’s Disease Facts and Figures,” 

2020), and the emergence of efforts to develop scientific and intellectual traditions through 

translation and reintroduction of Greek and Roman civilizations allowed Europeans to lead 

more advanced lives free from religious dogma. It was there that the transformation of 

civilization took (Clyne & Troughton, 2019), as many scientific activities developed and 

encouraged Europeans to understand the identity of their "ancestral civilization", namely the 

rationalism of the Greeks and the ability of the Romans to organize and develop (Friedler 

dkk., 2019).  

2. Forms of Spread and Transformation of Islamic Science and Civilization to European 

Civilization. 

     The relationship between science and religion in Islam is far from contradictory.  In fact, it can 

be described as a synergistic relationship that encourages mutual (Longo dkk., 2019).  The birth of 

Islamic science cannot be separated from the harmonious marriage between the spirit of the 

Qur'anic revelation and the pre-existing knowledge inherited from various (He dkk., 2020).  Seyyed 

Husein Nast asserts that this spiritual energy causes the transformation of existing knowledge into a 

new substance that is at once different and continuous with its (Renda dkk., 2020). 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

For this article on "The Rise and Progress of Western Civilization: What About Islam", the 

manuscript review method was used.  The author relied on secondary data obtained through 

literature review from various books and journals.  The aim was to create an informative and 

accurate text.  

 The origins of this article can be attributed to the work of several authors, including two 

journals and several books.  One of the journals titled "The Influence of Islamic Civilization 

on the Western World" investigates the role that Islamic civilization played in shaping the 

European Renaissance, which ultimately led to the rise of Europe.  In his book "The Making 

of Humanity", Robert acknowledges that Europe's progress owes much to the influence of 

Islam and its civilization.  

 With this in mind, the author seeks to further explore this fascinating subject. Presented 

next is a journal entry titled "The Emergence and Development of Western Civilization with 

Islam".  It delves into the aufklarung movement that marked the cultural landscape of Europe 

since the 18th century.  Aufklarung, a German word meaning "enlightenment", is 

comprehensively explored, highlighting its impact on the progress and evolution of 

civilization. 

To ensure accuracy, the data collection process for this research utilized three main techniques: 

editing, organizing, and finding. Editing, the first stage, involves reviewing and refining the data 

collected to ensure clarity and completeness, as well as to ensure that the data is accurate. 
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

1. The term Renaissance is a term used to express the expression reborn. It denotes the revival of 

Greco-Roman culture.  During the 14th and 15th centuries in Europe, a group of scholars and 

scientists initiated a movement to examine the science, art, literature, architecture, and 

philosophy of the Greco-Roman era with a new perspective.  The aim of this movement was to 

strengthen the teachings of Christianity and change the dogmatic perception of life during the 

Middle Ages to a more rational view.   

During the Renaissance, it was not only the clergy who wrote literary works.  Ordinary 

people began to write in their native language as well.  Dante Alighieri, an Italian writer, 

composed La Divina Commedia (The Holy Comedy) in Italian.  Francesco Petrarch and 

Giovanni Boccaccio collected and researched Greek and Latin literature before reworking it in 

Italian. During the 16th century, famous artists such as Botticelli, Titian, Raphael, Leonardo da 

Vinci, and Michelangelo emerged.  Michelangelo stood out not only as a painter but also as a 

sculptor.  The general public was given an insight into the intellectual climate of the ancient 

Greeks and Romans, including their freedom to express their ideas in public.  

European civilization experienced a period of decline after the ancient Greek and Roman 

civilizations. This decline led to the dominance of Christian spiritual civilization and the power 

of churches and monasteries in Europe. As a result.  

2. Ocean Exploration and Discovery of New Areas  

The exploration of the oceans and the discovery of new regions by Europeans, particularly 

the Spanish and Portuguese, and later the Dutch and English, marked the second important 

moment in the rise and progress of Western civilization. 

Although Europe was not the most advanced region in the world at the beginning of the 

15th century AD, European sea exploration activities were greatly influenced by three aspects: 

(1) the development of European geographical and astronomical knowledge; eagerness to find 

gold in new places, win wars to defeat Muslims, and spread Christianity.  

In 1487 AD, Bartholomew Diaz rounded the Cape of Good Hope. Thus, he had entered the 

Indian Ocean. Furthermore, in 1497 AD Vasco da Gama after passing the Cape of Good Hope, 

on his next voyage, he reached the Indian Ocean and at the direction of an Arab who was paid 

handsomely, he reached Kalikut on the west coast of India. In 1497 AD, Vasco da Gama 

arrived in India. In 1503, Alfonso de Albuquerque departed for India and in 1510 AD, managed 

to conquer Goa on the West coast of the Indian coast which later became a permanent 

Portuguese base. Furthermore, in April 1511 AD, Albuquerque made a voyage from Goa to 

Malacca. He captured the city of Malacca. He stayed in the city until November 1511 AD.  

In 1492 AD, Queen Isabella came to power over Spain, having conquered the city of 

Granada, which was the last stronghold of the Muslims. As a sign of victory, she ordered 

Christopher Columbus to embark on a voyage with his ship and crew in search of uncharted 

territory. Christopher Columbus sailed westward with the aim of reaching India. However, he 

eventually arrived at the Bahama Islands in Central America, where he met the islanders, who 

were initially mistaken for Indians and later became known as such.  

In 1487, Bartholomew Diaz successfully navigated around the Cape of Good Hope, thus 

opening a route to the Indian Ocean. Following in his footsteps, Vasco da Gama, in 1497, also 

passed the Cape of Good Hope and reached the Indian Ocean. Guided by a well-paid Arab, he 

eventually arrived at Kalikut on the west coast of India. In 1503 Alfonso de Albuquerque began 

his journey to India, and by 1510, he had completed the conquest of Goa, which was not 

inhabited by Christians. As a result, both countries sought the Pope's intervention to mediate 
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their dispute over the division of territory. The Pope, however, was not opposed to the idea of 

dividing the world between these two interested nations. 

Following the blessing of Pope Alexander VI in 1494, the Treaty of Tordesilas was 

established. This treaty divided the world into two parts, with the Verdi Islands serving as the 

western boundary. According to the treaty, the Portuguese controlled the eastern part of the 

world, while Spain controlled the western part. The exact location of the eastern boundary 

remains uncertain, as no Western country has yet reached it. Moreover, after the signing of the 

treaty of Tordesilas, the Portuguese strictly guarded their sea lanes to the East. For about a 

hundred years, other Western countries, such as France, the Netherlands and England, were 

content to buy spices from the port of Lisbon.  

In 1520 AD, members of the Magellan expedition, who were Spanish, sailed through the 

strait that bears his name and continued across the vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean. A year 

later, in 1521 AD, the Spanish explorers stopped in Tidore on their way back to their homeland. 

It was in Tidore that an unexpected encounter between the Portuguese and Spanish took place. 

The Portuguese viewed the arrival of the Spaniards as a violation of the Treaty of Tordesillas, 

while the Spaniards believed that their presence did not violate the treaty as their expeditions 

consistently traveled west. The chance encounter between the Portuguese and Spanish during 

Magellan's voyage highlighted the fact that the Earth was indeed round and that the eastern 

boundary set out in the Treaty of Tordesilas was ambiguous. As a result, both countries 

decided. 

3. Aufklarung: the cultural movement towards the age of enlightenment  

The phenomenon known as the aufklarung, which had a profound impact on European 

society, emerged in the 18th century. At its core, the aufklarung can be defined as the pursuit of 

enlightenment. However, its significance goes beyond this simple definition. Aufklarung can be 

seen as a cultural movement that emerged and developed in European society, aiming to 

challenge and eliminate all forms of irrational beliefs, biases, and misconceptions that contradict 

rationality. The Enlightenment, a cultural phenomenon that emerged and developed in 18th-

century Europe, was closely linked to the influence of the bourgeoisie in countries such as 

France, England, the Netherlands and Germany. The wealth and leisure time afforded to this 

social class allowed them to devote themselves to scientific endeavors, with a particular 

emphasis on education, literacy, and numeracy, which they generously provided to European 

society. 

Europe experienced a period of enlightenment in the 18th century due to several 

contributing factors. One such factor was the widespread prosperity in European society, 

particularly among the bourgeoisie. Throughout the 17th century, leading European countries 

such as England, France and the Netherlands experienced a steady increase in prosperity. This 

prosperity was most visible in urban societies, particularly among the bourgeoisie or upper 

middle class. Their wealth gave them significant influence, even within their own social groups, 

which was not only a source of wealth, but also a source of influence.  

The Rise and Progress of Europe in Relation to the Islamic World Flashback to Islam's Role 

in Promoting the Rise and Progress of Europe.  

1.  Islam's Role in Europe's Rise and Progress 

The impact of Islam on the Renaissance in Europe cannot be overstated. The 

cultivation of scientific and intellectual traditions through the translation and reintroduction 

of Greek and Roman civilizations was greatly influenced by the many Europeans who 

studied alongside Muslims for several centuries. These interactions led to progress in 
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European society, as individuals were freed from religious restrictions and embraced a more 

progressive way of life. This transformative period in civilization occurred as scientific 

pursuits flourished, inspiring Europeans to explore the roots of their "ancestral civilization" 

and embrace the rationalism of the Greeks and the organizational prowess, architectural 

achievements, and legal systems of the Romans.  

Western (European) progress actually stems from the jewel of science and rational 

thinking methods. One of the channels through which Islamic civilization entered Europe 

was Islamic Spain. When Islam flourished in Spain, many Europeans came there to study 

and then translate the scientific works of Muslim scientists. This started as early as the 12th 

century AD, when they returned to their respective countries, they established universities 

on the Islamic model and taught the sciences learned in Islamic universities. In later 

developments, this situation gave birth to the European Renaissance, Reformation and 

Rationalism (EE, 2013).  

The role of Islam in encouraging the rise and progress of Western civilization can 

also be reflected in the field of art development. Architecture. Istan.  

2. Forms of Spread and Transformation of Islamic Science and Civilization to European 

Civilization.  

The relationship between Islam and science is not contradictory, in fact it can be said 

to be very complementary and complementary. Saeed Hussain Nasr believes that "the 

emergence of Islamic science is due to the combination of the spirit revealed in the Qur'an 

and the existing knowledge of various civilizations inherited from Islam through its psychic 

energy is transformed into a new substance that is at the same time different and: continuous 

with the substance that existed before.  

It should be emphasized again that when Islam was in Europe, many Europeans 

learned from Muslims. Muslim scientists themselves greatly encouraged Europeans' desire 

to learn science. This proves that when Islam was in Europe, not a single Muslim scholar 

was ever killed or murdered before the Roman Church's court of faith for opposing views 

such as Copernicus, Giordano Bruno, and Galileo Galilei. On the contrary, Muslim scholars 

who were grounded in monotheism viewed the laws of nature as sunnah, objective, regular, 

and orderly. They did not confuse faith with the scientific method or distort the facts.  

The spread and transformation of Islamic knowledge and civilization in European civilization was 

also achieved through educational activities carried out by higher education institutions. When 

Islam was still present in Europe, many great universities outnumbered European Christian 

universities for centuries. The most famous were the Universities of Córdoba, Seville, Malaga and 

Granada. The University of Córdoba has 

 

CONCLUSION  

From the 16th century AD to the present day, Western civilization has continued to progress. 

This progress was initially marked by the rise of the Renaissance influence, the exploration and 

discovery of previously unknown territories, and the realization of Enlightenment ideals across 

Europe. It is evident that Europe has made significant strides forward. This can be observed through 

the introduction of various innovative scientific discoveries and the rapid economic development 

experienced by European countries. Europe's progress is essentially linked to the role played by 

Islam, especially when Islam was present in the European region. During this time there was a 

transfer and transformation of Islamic civilization through the facilitation of translation and 

educational efforts undertaken by Muslim scholars for the benefit of Europeans. 
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