
 
Journal of Loomingulisus ja Innovatsioon 

Vol. 2 No. 1. February 2025, pp. 48-58  DOI. 10.70177/innovatsioon.vxix.xxx 

 

  
 

                                                           Page| 48  
 

OPEN ACCESS 

Research Article 

Cyber Activism and Digital Identity: Navigating the Politics of 

Representation in Cyberspace 
 

Khalil Zaman 1, Zara Ali 2 
1 Mazar University, Afghanistan 
2 Khost University, Afghanistan 
 

Corresponding Author:  

Khalil Zaman,  

Mazar University, Afghanistan 

Mazar-i-Sharif, Afganistan چوک مسعود, 

Email: khalilzaman@gmail.com  

 

Article Info 
Received: March 10, 2025 

Revised: May 22, 2025 

Accepted: May 22, 2025 

Online Version: May 22, 2025 
 

Abstract 
In an increasingly digital world, cyber activism and digital identity have 

become central to the discourse surrounding online participation and 

representation. The intersection of these concepts raises questions about how 

individuals and groups navigate the complex politics of visibility, power, and 

representation in cyberspace. This research explores how cyber activism 

influences the construction of digital identities and the political implications of 

online self-presentation. The study aims to analyze the relationship between 

cyber activism and the formation of digital identities, focusing on how these 

identities are constructed, contested, and performed in online platforms. It 

seeks to understand the impact of digital activism on political representation 

and personal agency in cyberspace. A qualitative research approach was 

employed, using case studies of prominent cyber activism movements, 

interviews with digital activists, and content analysis of social media 

campaigns. The study also draws on theoretical frameworks of digital culture, 

identity politics, and power relations in cyberspace. The findings reveal that 

cyber activism significantly shapes digital identities by providing platforms for 

marginalized voices and enabling new forms of political expression. However, 

challenges such as surveillance, cyberbullying, and digital censorship also 

complicate these efforts. Activists' online identities often face tension between 

authenticity and performative aspects of representation.  
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INTRODUCTION 

The rapid rise of digital technologies has significantly transformed how individuals 

engage with society and politics (Wang et al., 2020). The Internet has provided new platforms 

for expression, allowing people to connect, organize, and mobilize in ways that were once 

unimaginable. As a result, online activism, or "cyber activism," has become a potent force for 

social change. Platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram have become battlegrounds 

for political discourse, enabling individuals to voice dissent, challenge dominant narratives, 

and promote various causes (Kaye et al., 2019). These movements have demonstrated the 

potential of digital spaces to facilitate collective action and amplify marginalized voices. 

One of the key components of cyber activism is the concept of digital identity. Digital 

identities are the self-representations individuals create in online environments, shaped by the 

ways they present themselves on social media, blogs, and other digital platforms (Goodell & 

Aste, 2019). These identities are often fluid and constructed through a combination of personal 

choice and external forces such as algorithms, cultural norms, and societal expectations. In the 

context of activism, digital identities serve as both tools for personal expression and strategies 

for political engagement. 

The concept of "representation" plays a crucial role in understanding the intersection of 

cyber activism and digital identity. In cyberspace, representation is not only about who is 

visible but also about how individuals and groups are portrayed (Yuan et al., 2020). Activists 

often challenge dominant representations of race, gender, and class, using digital platforms to 

deconstruct stereotypes and promote alternative narratives (E. N. S. et al., 2020). Through these 

online representations, digital activism can shift perceptions, create empathy, and inspire 

action, particularly in relation to social justice and human rights issues. 

Political representation in the digital realm is often shaped by power dynamics, both 

online and offline (Lee et al., 2020). The internet, while democratizing access to information, is 

not a neutral space. Digital platforms are governed by algorithms and policies that influence 

what content is visible and who gets to speak. In many ways, these algorithms reflect broader 

societal inequalities, privileging certain voices and marginalizing others (Tillay & Chapman, 

2019). Cyber activism, therefore, becomes a way to challenge these power structures and assert 

political agency in an environment where visibility is often contested. 

Another important aspect of cyber activism is its transnational nature. Unlike traditional 

activism, which is often confined by geographical boundaries, digital activism transcends 

borders, allowing people to engage in global movements and share ideas across cultures (E. R. 

S. & Ravi, 2020). This has led to the rise of virtual protests, international solidarity campaigns, 

and cross-cultural collaborations that can quickly mobilize support for various causes. The 

global nature of cyber activism also raises questions about the universality of digital identity 

and the implications of online engagement in different cultural contexts. 

The growing significance of cyber activism and digital identity has prompted scholars 

and practitioners to delve into the dynamics of online movements (Goethals & Hunt, 2019). 

Researchers have examined how digital activism can influence political change, shape public 

opinion, and affect policy decisions. However, much of this research has focused on the 

success stories of online movements, with less attention given to the complexities and 

contradictions inherent in cyberspace. Issues of privacy, surveillance, and digital inequality 

continue to shape the landscape of online activism, requiring further investigation into how 

digital identities are formed and represented in this context. 
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What is Unknown? 

Despite the increasing visibility of cyber activism, a clear understanding of the 

relationship between digital identity and political representation remains underexplored 

(Ghizlane et al., 2019). While it is widely acknowledged that digital identities play a significant 

role in shaping political engagement, less is known about the specific ways in which these 

identities are constructed and contested in cyberspace. How do activists navigate the 

complexities of online platforms to craft identities that resonate with their audiences while also 

challenging dominant political structures? 

There is also a gap in understanding the intersectionality of digital identities in the 

context of cyber activism. Activists often occupy multiple social and political positions 

simultaneously, and these positions shape how their digital identities are formed and perceived 

(Rose, 2019). For instance, the experience of an activist advocating for gender equality may 

differ significantly from that of an activist fighting for environmental justice, even if both are 

engaged in the same digital space (Gherghina & Geissel, 2019). Research that explores how 

digital identities intersect with issues of race, class, gender, and nationality is needed to better 

understand the diversity of experiences within cyber activism. 

Furthermore, the role of algorithms and platform governance in shaping digital activism 

remains an area of concern (Park & Kaye, 2020) . While scholars have studied the impact of 

algorithmic filtering on information dissemination, there is limited research on how these 

algorithms affect the visibility of specific digital identities (Tormey, 2020). How do algorithms 

prioritize certain identities or forms of activism over others? And what are the consequences of 

these biases for political representation in cyberspace? 

Finally, there is a lack of comprehensive studies on the global implications of cyber 

activism in relation to digital identity (Chowdhury, 2019). As digital platforms connect people 

across the globe, the boundaries between local and global activism are increasingly blurred. 

However, the ways in which digital identities are negotiated in different cultural and political 

contexts are not well understood. What are the challenges activists face when engaging in 

global movements, and how do these challenges affect the representation of their digital 

identities? 

Filling these gaps is crucial for understanding how digital activism influences the 

broader political landscape (Mendonça & Gurza Lavalle, 2019). As the internet continues to 

evolve, the ways in which activists construct and present their digital identities will have 

lasting implications for political representation and engagement (Etényi, 2020). By exploring 

the complexities of digital identity and activism, this study aims to contribute to a more 

nuanced understanding of how individuals navigate online spaces to challenge power dynamics 

and assert their voices. 

Addressing these gaps also has practical implications for both activists and 

policymakers (Caldeira et al., 2020). Activists can benefit from a deeper understanding of how 

their digital identities are shaped and received in cyberspace, allowing them to better navigate 

the challenges of online representation (López‐Hernández et al., 2020). Policymakers, on the 

other hand, can use these insights to create more inclusive and equitable digital spaces, 

ensuring that all voices are heard and represented in the global digital ecosystem. 

Finally, this research aims to offer new perspectives on the role of technology in 

shaping political identity and participation. As digital platforms become more integrated into 

our daily lives, it is essential to understand the power they hold in constructing identities and 
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influencing political outcomes (Desrues, 2020). Filling this gap will contribute to ongoing 

debates about the intersection of technology, politics, and identity, offering valuable insights 

for future activism in the digital age. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

Research Design 

This study employs a qualitative research design, using a case study approach to 

explore the relationship between cyber activism and digital identity (Universidad Pablo 

Olavide et al., 2020). The design allows for an in-depth understanding of how digital activists 

navigate online platforms to construct and perform their identities within the context of 

political representation. A multiple-case study method is utilized, focusing on several 

prominent cyber activism movements across different digital spaces such as social media, 

blogs, and online forums (Guyon, 2019). The research is exploratory and descriptive, aiming to 

analyze the dynamics of digital activism, identity formation, and the politics of representation 

in cyberspace. 

Population and Samples 

The target population for this study consists of digital activists involved in various 

forms of online activism, including but not limited to movements related to social justice, 

gender equality, environmental advocacy, and political protests (Zittel, 2020). Participants are 

selected based on their active involvement in cyber activism, specifically those who use social 

media platforms or other online spaces as a primary means for organizing and promoting their 

causes. A purposive sampling technique is employed to identify individuals who have 

significantly contributed to or led online movements. The sample includes 15-20 activists from 

diverse geographical locations, ensuring a wide range of perspectives and experiences. 

Instruments 

Data is collected through semi-structured interviews, digital content analysis, and 

participant observation (Agarin & Čermák, 2019). The interview guide is designed to explore 

participants' experiences with constructing and presenting their digital identities, as well as the 

challenges they face in navigating the politics of representation in online spaces.  In addition to 

interviews, digital content analysis is conducted on selected social media posts, blog entries, 

and other relevant online materials produced by the activists. This analysis focuses on the 

language, imagery, and narratives used to construct identities and communicate political 

messages. Finally, participant observation is employed to gain insight into how activists engage 

with their audiences and interact within online activist communities. 

Procedures 

The research begins with the identification and recruitment of participants through 

online networks, activist groups, and social media platforms. After obtaining informed consent, 

semi-structured interviews are conducted either in person or virtually, depending on 

participants' availability (Goode, 2019) . Interviews are recorded and transcribed for thematic 

analysis. Digital content is collected from publicly accessible online platforms, with careful 

consideration of ethical guidelines regarding privacy and consent. Data analysis follows a 

grounded theory approach, where patterns and themes are identified through iterative coding 

and comparison across different case studies. The final analysis synthesizes the findings to 

draw conclusions about the intersection of cyber activism, digital identity, and political 

representation in cyberspace. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Data for this study were gathered from social media analytics and documentation of 

digital activism movements over the past two years. Table 1 presents the distribution of posts, 

user interactions, and campaign frequency categorized by three major types of digital activism: 

social justice, gender equality, and climate change advocacy. The data reveal that social justice 

movements account for over 50% of total user interactions, followed by gender equality and 

climate change, contributing 30% and 20%, respectively. 

Table 1: Distribution of Digital Activism Campaigns by Category 

Category 
Number of 

Posts 

User 

Interactions 

Frequency of 

Campaigns 

Social Justice 3,500 120,000 45 

Gender 

Equality 
2,500 85,000 30 

Climate Change 1,500 60,000 25 

 

This distribution reflects public interest in key issues that have become central to global 

political and social discourse. Social justice movements, focusing on racial equality and anti-

discrimination, garner the most attention on social media, likely driven by high-profile events 

such as the Black Lives Matter protests. Gender equality and climate change also show 

significant engagement, but their campaigns may not yet have reached the same level of 

sustained traction in public discourse as social justice issues. 

In addition to primary data from social media platforms, secondary data from online 

activism reports and digital identity case studies were also analyzed. A significant portion of 

the data was drawn from annual reports of major activist organizations and surveys on online 

engagement. Table 2 below outlines the types of digital tools and platforms most frequently 

utilized by activists in each category. 

Table 2: Use of Digital Tools and Platforms in Digital Activism 

Category Facebook Twitter Instagram Blogs/Website TikTok 

Social Justice 40% 35% 15% 5% 5% 

Gender Equality 30% 40% 20% 5% 5% 

Climate Change 25% 25% 25% 10% 15% 

 

The data in Table 2 demonstrates platform preferences among digital activists. Social 

justice movements tend to favor Facebook and Twitter, platforms known for their wide reach 

and real-time engagement, while gender equality campaigns are more active on Twitter, 

possibly due to its political and public discourse nature. Climate change activism shows a more 

diversified use of platforms, with a significant presence on TikTok, reflecting the younger 

demographic’s preference for visual and viral content. 

The inferential analysis was conducted to determine if there is a statistically significant 

relationship between the type of digital activism and the platforms used for engagement. Using 

chi-square tests, the results indicated that the use of certain platforms is not independent of the 

type of activism (χ² = 12.48, p < 0.05). This suggests that the choice of platform is influenced 

by the goals and audience of the activism. 
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Table 3: Chi-Square Test Results for Platform Use and Activism Type 

Variable Social Justice 
Gender 

Equality 

Climate 

Change 
Total 

Facebook 40% 30% 25% 32% 

Twitter 35% 40% 25% 33% 

Instagram 15% 20% 25% 20% 

Blogs 5% 5% 10% 7% 

TikTok 5% 5% 15% 8% 

 

The data suggest that digital activism is not only influenced by the activist’s cause but 

also by the strategic use of platforms tailored to the type of audience and media consumption 

habits. Social justice movements, for example, are more effective on platforms with strong 

real-time conversation features like Twitter, whereas gender equality and climate change 

movements utilize visual platforms like Instagram and TikTok to engage younger, visually-

oriented audiences. 

A detailed case study of the #MeToo movement, a major digital activism campaign 

focused on gender equality, highlights the role of digital identity construction in online 

activism. The movement gained traction through Twitter and Facebook, where individuals 

shared personal stories of sexual harassment and assault, thus constructing collective digital 

identities of solidarity and empowerment. Analysis of participant profiles revealed a diversity 

of voices, yet certain demographic groups, such as young women from urban areas, were more 

vocal and visible in the online discourse. 

Figure 1. Building Digital Activism 

 
The case study demonstrates how digital identity is both a personal and collective 

process. Participants in the #MeToo movement crafted their online identities through the 

narratives they shared, which were often shaped by the larger political agenda of the 

movement. This dynamic highlights the role of digital platforms in amplifying marginalized 

voices and the political implications of representing oneself in cyberspace, where the 

boundaries between personal expression and collective activism are often blurred. 

The findings suggest that cyber activism not only serves as a tool for social change but 

also influences the construction of digital identities. Activists navigate digital platforms to craft 

identities that align with their political goals, but this process is shaped by platform-specific 

characteristics, audience demographics, and external political forces. These findings have 
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important implications for understanding the power dynamics in cyberspace and the politics of 

representation. 

 

Discussion 

The study reveals that cyber activism plays a pivotal role in the construction of digital 

identities, particularly in shaping online self-representations (Udwan et al., 2020). The findings 

indicate that social justice movements receive the most engagement and interaction across 

digital platforms, followed by gender equality and climate change campaigns (Anderson & 

Mack, 2019). This suggests that users are more likely to participate in online movements 

related to immediate, visible social issues such as racial discrimination and inequality. 

Additionally, the analysis highlights the diverse ways in which digital identities are formed and 

contested in cyberspace, influenced by political agendas, personal choices, and the dynamics of 

social media platforms (Arnesen et al., 2019). 

When compared to previous studies on cyber activism, our findings align with existing 

literature that emphasizes the role of digital platforms in amplifying marginalized voices 

(Espírito-Santo et al., 2020). However, this research expands on earlier works by specifically 

highlighting the impact of identity construction in relation to political activism (Horst et al., 

2020). Unlike earlier studies that often focus on the structural aspects of digital platforms, this 

study draws attention to the subjective experiences of activists and how they manage 

representation within these spaces. Some studies have suggested that online activism can lead 

to "slacktivism," but our data demonstrate a significant, ongoing engagement with serious 

political causes, contradicting the assumption that digital activism lacks real-world impact. 

The findings signal a shift in how digital identities are becoming integral to political 

representation in cyberspace (Danias-Uraga & Lannegrand, 2020). As the study illustrates, 

digital activism is not just a tool for social change but also a space where identities are 

continuously constructed, challenged, and redefined. The increasing visibility of activists’ 

identities online suggests that representation is not static but dynamic, continuously evolving as 

new issues emerge. The prominence of social justice activism in particular may reflect broader 

societal movements, highlighting the growing role of digital spaces in shaping public 

perceptions of equality and justice (Lisiak, 2019). This shift underscores the increasing power 

of the individual in shaping global political discourses. 

The implications of these findings are far-reaching for both digital culture and political 

activism (Díaz & Boj, 2019). For educators, understanding how digital identities are formed 

and navigated is essential for preparing students to critically engage with digital platforms. 

This research suggests that the construction of digital identities is not merely a personal 

endeavor but a political act, one that can shape societal norms and values (Berbecaru et al., 

2019). For activists, the study provides insights into how they might better utilize digital 

platforms for organizing and promoting causes. It also stresses the importance of digital 

literacy in navigating these complex spaces, ensuring activists are equipped to handle both the 

opportunities and challenges posed by digital identity formation. 

The results reflect the increasing reliance on digital platforms as primary tools for social 

and political engagement (Mir et al., 2020). Social media’s capacity for rapid dissemination of 

information and its widespread reach offer a powerful mechanism for mobilizing individuals 

around social justice causes (Huang et al., 2020). The high level of interaction within these 

spaces can be attributed to the visibility and immediacy that digital platforms provide 
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(Lourinho et al., 2021). Additionally, the fluidity of online identities allows for the construction 

of multiple, flexible personas, enabling activists to adapt to and challenge the political climate 

(Grieger & Botelho-Francisco, 2019). The findings suggest that the power dynamics in 

cyberspace—shaped by algorithms, user-generated content, and platform governance—also 

play a crucial role in determining which voices are heard. 

Future research should explore the intersectionality of digital activism, particularly how 

different identities (e.g., race, gender, class) intersect in the construction of digital personas and 

how these intersections affect activism (Gorichanaz, 2019). Further investigation into the 

negative aspects of online activism, such as digital surveillance and online harassment, would 

provide a more comprehensive understanding of the challenges activists face in cyberspace 

(Schmitz et al., 2022). Additionally, examining the long-term impact of digital activism on 

offline political movements could reveal whether these online spaces translate into sustainable, 

real-world change. As digital activism continues to evolve, understanding its implications for 

education, policy, and global social movements will be essential. 

 

CONCLUSION 

One of the most significant findings of this study is the way in which digital identities 

are intricately linked to the success and reach of cyber activism campaigns. Unlike traditional 

forms of activism, where identity is often shaped by physical presence or community 

affiliation, the digital realm allows individuals to curate and perform their identities with 

greater autonomy and strategic intent. This fluidity in identity construction presents new 

opportunities for marginalized voices to engage in political discourse. However, it also raises 

concerns about the authenticity of online personas and the potential for misrepresentation or 

manipulation by external forces, such as algorithms or state surveillance. 

This study contributes to the field by introducing a nuanced understanding of how 

digital activism not only influences political movements but also reshapes the 

conceptualization of identity within digital spaces. It extends existing theories of cyber 

activism by incorporating the concept of "digital identity politics," which examines how 

activists use digital tools not just for organizing but also for asserting control over how they are 

represented online. Additionally, the research offers a methodological innovation by combining 

qualitative case studies, social media analytics, and in-depth interviews, providing a richer, 

multidimensional perspective on the dynamics of online activism and identity formation. 

While this study offers valuable insights, it is limited by its focus on a specific set of 

digital platforms and activist movements. The research primarily examines English-language 

social media, which may not fully capture the diversity of digital activism in non-Western 

contexts. Future research could explore how digital identity and activism manifest in other 

languages and cultural contexts to understand the global implications of these phenomena. 

Furthermore, the role of emerging technologies, such as artificial intelligence and virtual 

reality, in shaping digital activism warrants deeper exploration to account for new forms of 

online engagement and identity performance. 
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