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ABSTRACT 

Background. The Covid-19 pandemic is growing and spreading in 

various countries, changing various fields of people's lives, especially 

in Indonesia for some time.  

Purpose. The purpose of this observation is to find out the use of 

smartphones for students of public madarasah tsanawiyah (mtsn) 11 

tanah datar when studying online. this observation is through a 

quantita tive approach through a survey study method and selecting a 

sample by randomly determining 10 sources who live in the dormitory, 

7th grade mtsn 11 tanah datar students have given questionnaire 

answers using Google from.  

Method. The research tool was adapted from several writings, the tool 

made 5 questions. 

Results. The results of the observation found that there were 7 people 

who had their own smartphones and 3 students used their parents' 

smartphones, relatives and other people in online learning, the time 

used to study via smartphones was between 5 to 6 hours. mtsn 11 

flatland students using smartphones are classified as good categories in 

learning, doing and collecting assignments. So that students are able to 

discuss with their friends and all feel satisfied in using smartphones in 

online learning activities.  

Conclusion. suggestions for further researchers to use attitude 

variables, behavior and the impact of using smartphones for mtsn 11 

flatland students who have their own smartphones. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Due to the corona virus covid 19 (Ogen, 2020) The 

shift from offline or face-to-face learning to online or 

networked learning (Nida dkk., 2023). With online 

learning, teachers use learning facilities, teachers use e 

learning with the skills that teachers have in using e 

learning such as using e learning. (Rodrigues et al., 2019) 

Using google classroom, the use of e learning online has 

become its own movement in online learning at this time in 

madrasah stanawiyah negeri 11 tanah datar. Not only in 

MTSN 11 Tanah Datar but all over Indonesia feel the 

impact of e learning. (Fryer & Bovee, 2018) this by taking 

into account and considering online management matters 

(Zuo et al., 2019) to help the implementation of online  
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learning in Indonesia online learning has obstacles compared to students who learn face-to-face, 

online learning with e learning (Singh & Thurman, 2019) 92% of students choose and prefer face-

to-face or offline learning in the classroom. 80% of teachers were found to be dissatisfied with 

online learning. The change in the form of offline learning is now online so that it becomes an 

obstacle for teachers. as a result, there are several typical teacher teachers in preparing for online 

implementation and learning, then several factors appear that dominate the implementation of 

online learning in covid 19. Online learning is carried out online by teachers (Xiong et al., 2018) of 

all levels of education from primary to tertiary level, Learning is a communication process between 

teachers and learners. (Alawamleh et al., 2022) and learning resources in a learning environment. 

Learning is assistance channeled by the teacher (Lee & Tan, 2020) so that the process of 

transferring knowledge can take place (Sauermann et al., 2020), mastery of understanding skills and 

habits, and the formation of attitudes and beliefs in students. In other terms, learning is the process 

of helping students to learn well. (Letina, 2020). Terdapat beberapa pengertian menurut para ahli 

yang mengemukakan bahwa: pendapat Gagne tahun 1977 pembelajaran adalah serangkaian 

kegiatan atau peristiwa yang terjadi diluar yang disusun untuk mensupport beberapa proses belajar 

yang bersifat internal. Selanjutnya gagne mengatakan bahwa teorinya lebih lengkap dengan 

menyebutkan bahwa pembelajaran ditujukan untuk mennghasilkan belajar, keadaan eksternal harus 

disusun sedemikian rupa untuk menglaksanakan, mendudkung, dan menetapkan proses internal 

yang ada pada setiap kejadian dan situasi belajar siswa. Sedangkan belajar adalah suatu perubahan 

yang bersifat pasti (Amorim et al., 2019), remains in the action or ability of the lesson or exercise 

supported. 

The development of science (Merrie et al., 2018), technology and art as well as various 

activities in the field of rapid education, demanding educational institutions to improve the quality 

of educational services. Improving the quality of this service aims to fulfill the needs of participants 

(De Guimarães et al., 2020) students in developing their potential optimally, through various 

activities provided by the school management. the high demands of these service needs, making 

schools have to race to grab the attention of the community. (Farinde-Wu et al., 2017), so that the 

community entrusts their children to attend educational institutions at MTSN 11 Tanah Datar the 

quality of education management is a determining factor in gaining public trust, it clearly looks 

difficult to think about but during the pandemic that hit the world, of course the school inevitably 

took the decision of the government Kemendikbud published guidelines for organizing learning 

from home in 2020 yesterday which reads: The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology (Kemendikbud) issued Circular Letter Number 15 of 2020 concerning Guidelines for 

Organizing Learning at Home in the Covid19 Spread Emergency. Chatalina Muliana Girsang, 

Expert Staff to the Minister of Education and Culture for Regulatory Affairs, said that Circular 

Letter No. 15 is to strengthen the 2020 Circular Letter of the Minister of Education, Culture and 

Culture No. 4 on the Implementation of Education in an Emergency of coronavirus disease 

(Covid).19). Today, learning services continue to follow Permendikbud Number 4 of 2020 and are 

refined by Secretary General Number 15 of 2020 with guidelines for the implementation of Covid-

19 emergency BDR. chatarina at the afternoon talk. online in Jakarta on Thursday (05/28/2020). 

chatarina reminded again that, BDR activities are carried out to deliver meaningful learning 

experiences for students, without being burdened by the demands of completing all curriculum 

outcomes and focusing on life skills education, including the covid pandemic 19 learning materials 

are inclusive synchronous using age and level of education, cultural context, character and type of 

student specificity he said. 
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Chatarina added that BDR activities and assignments can vary between regions, education 

units and students according to their respective interests and conditions, including considering gaps 

in access to BDR facilities. the learning outcomes of students during BDR are given qualitative and 

useful feedback from teachers without being required to give quantitative scores/grades, and 

prioritize positive patterns of interaction and communication between teachers and  parents. the 

methods and media for implementing BDR are carried out by distance learning which is divided 

into two approaches, namely online and offline distance learning (luring). Education in Indonesia 

has undergone enormous changes due to covid-19, therefore the planning of the learning process 

has also changed, which used to be offline now has changed to online, learning and teaching 

activities, of course, at MTSN 11 Subang children in Tanag flat district, for the pandemic, for the 

pandemic inevitably learn online from all levels of education from home. 

Smartphone use among children (Hadad et al., 2020) who have just graduated from 

elementary school (grade 1 mtsn), of course the way of thinking and using smartphones with 

parental guidance, children will get a good way of learning according to what the teacher directs 

during the pandemic, of course by working with parents at home. (Dong et al., 2020) no wonder 

many children's grades have dropped, at the time of submitting assignments and how to answer the 

exam it is all due to controlling children playing cell phones at home. for parents who care about 

children's education (Yahirun et al., 2017) surely the way to control learning and playing cell 

phones should also be applied but parents who do not care about children's education (Ma, 2019) 

Surely the way of learning will be chaotic, the task is not completed, the exam is whatever it is, it 

will all have an impact on the child's score, if the direction from the teacher, of course the teacher 

will direct the implementation of his home whether it is carried out or not, everything will have 

results that will be obtained, so we don't need to be surprised anymore that many MTSN 11 Tanah 

Datar children lack direction and guidance at home. (Hong et al., 2022) There are many pros and 

cons to this online learning, some feel the method is quite effective, others argue that not everyone 

can follow online learning. then what online learning is effective? (Boling et al., 2012)  One of the 

advantages of online learning is that we don't need to leave the house or go to school to learn. where 

and anytime as long as there is a smartphone and adequate internet network, learning can be done 

according to the time you have. (Yu et al., 2019) Besides the flexibility of time and place, online 

learning is also more affordable and able to provide broad insights. (Rapanta et al., 2020). How 

could it not be, without the need to pay for the building and maintenance of the place of study, you 

can get each class at a reasonable cost. 

Teachers' methods to improve learning activities with smartphones (Anshari et al., 2017) e-

learning method is considered closer to the current generation of students who are known to be very 

integrated with technology products. Benefits of online learning (Assyfa Putri & Irwansyah, 

2021).1. practical and flexible. With online learning, the interaction between teachers and students 

(Perera & John, 2020) It will be more practical because there is no need to travel to meet. besides 

that there is no classroom as a formal learning place. 2. environmentally friendly. indirectly you 

have reduced the pollution caused by motorized vehicles. 3. fun learning. teachers no longer use 

whiteboards markers but teachers can already use photos, videos and audio. everything will give 

you a more enjoyable learning experience. 4. save time and costs. in conventional learning. 

(Voutilainen et al., 2017) for two hours, for example, it takes 3 hours until the class starts because 

of moving rooms. both teachers and students must take the same travel time to reach the class used 

for learning. in addition there are additional costs for photocopying materials and so on. 5. easy to 

document. Students do not need to take notes because they can record and save the material that has 

been given by the teacher. 
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The disadvantages of online learning are. 1. limited internet access. if you are in an area that 

does not have stable internet access. then it will be difficult for you to access this e learning. 2. lack 

of interaction with the teacher. some e learning methods are only one-way. this causes the 

interaction between teachers and students to be reduced so that it will be difficult for you to get 

further explanation of materials that are difficult to understand. 3. . understanding of the material. 

The material taught in e learning is responded to based on different levels of understanding, 

depending on the ability of the user. some people may be able to grasp the material more quickly 

just by reading, but there are also those who need a long time. even there are also students who need 

a new explanation from their friends. The lack of supervision in learning. The lack of supervision 

for users of the e learning method makes users sometimes feel less focused. with the ease of access, 

some users tend to delay learning time. need awareness and supervision in learning this e learning 

method. 

In this digital era, it has brought a huge impact on students' lives. (Matzavela & Alepis, 2021). 

seakan akan siswa  dipaksa untuk beradaptasi lebih cepat dengan cara cara manual ke media digital 

dalam menjalani kehidupan mereka.terutama dalam dunia pendidikan ditengah merabaknya covid 

19 (Nurkolis & Muhdi, 2020) lately the world of education must continue to run but using long 

distance. the tool used in MTSN 11 Tanah Datar is a smartphone, of course in using this 

smartphone, the school has explained how to use it and the time used to play this smartphone, not to 

forget that parents also take part in the success of what this e learning method is really beneficial for 

MTSN 11 Tanah Datar students. It should be realized that the unpreparedness of teachers and 

students for online learning is also a problem. transferring conventional learning systems to online 

systems (Ba, 2001) very sudden, without careful preparation. but all of this must still be 

implemented so that the learning process can run smoothly and students are actively participating 

even in the covid 19 pandemic. 

Hypothesis of increased Arabic language learning due to smartphones (Albursan et al., 2019) 

it requires hard work between the school and the guidance of  parents (Olivia Kim et al., 2019) 

Because without controlling students in using or using smartphones, it will not increase Arabic 

language learning because there are many things in smartphones that are good and bad. not all 

children are able to control how to play smartphones properly. (Abbasi et al., 2021). That is the 

importance of the teacher's role in explaining the material taught online, and the role of parents in 

controlling how children use smartphones and teachers and parents work together so that they can 

achieve this goal, namely increasing Arabic language learning due to smartphones. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

In a research, the method is something that can support the running and movement of the 

research. Why is this so, because in terms of identification the method is a surefire trick that a 

person does in order to obtain research results in the form of data. In this research, the types of 

methods used are, quantitative methods (Sarker et al., 2019) . Quantitative method 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

This observation uses a quantitative approach (Xu et al., 2020), Because based on the concept 

of quantitative research, researching is concluding accurate data. This observation was held at 

Madrasah Tsanawiyah Negeri 11 Subang anak Batipuh District, Tanah Datar Regency, research 

time on June 20, 2022. The population in this observation was 10 mirid grade 7 mtsn 11 tanah datar. 

the researchers chose mtsn 11 tanah flat are; 1). mtsn 11 tanah flat school conducts research face to 

face.2). at school at mtsn 11 tanah flat when making observations while studying using smartphones 



Survey Study on the Increase of Arabic Learning Due to Smar tphones          | Research Papers 

237                  IJEN | Vol. 1 | No. 4 | 2023 

with group wa.3). researchers are very interested in the title given by the lecturer. The 

implementation of online learning activities through the role of teachers and parents is needed at 

mtsn 11 flatlands so that online activities are carried out accurately and accurately so that the results 

desired are in line with the material provided, talking about love certainly cannot be separated from 

the name hard work done by mtsn 11 flatlands students accompanied by teachers and parents. 

Because during this pandemic many students are unable to manage their time to play smartphones 

so of course this is a pr for teachers who teach, how teachers are able to direct and guide students 

towards a better direction. 

Learning outcomes are (Cheboxarov et al., 2019) "It is a pattern of patterns of action, 

understanding, attitudes and values of aspirations and skills. (Amaechi, 2021)’’. Learning outcomes 

are the result of the learning process using measurement tools. the learning outcomes of some 

students of mtsn 11 flat land determine that interest and interest in learning Arabic decreases due to 

the use of smartphones, in this millennial era not only adults are familiar with smartphones, even 

children are already dependent on this small and mugil object so it is no wonder that parents give 

children smartphone facilities at an age that can be said to be underage, this has a good impact and a 

bad impact too. Most children think that smartphones are part of their lives. (Gough & Gough, 

2019), In fact, children cannot last one day without a smartphone, the report card received by 

parents in addition to the form of children's achievement in one semester or one year is also a 

material for evaluation and reflection on the extent to which the role of parents guides children at 

home, especially in this pandemic condition, of course, children's supervision is more exrta than 

learning at school, because children's learning activities are mostly done at home and schools are 

closed to conduct face-to-face learning schools. several studies have concluded that learning from 

home or BDR for too long results in a decrease in the quality of children's learning. so suggestions 

for the future from researchers should be increased supervision of smartphone use. (Can et al., 

2019) better in the future. 

 
Learning with smartphones is favored by students 

This is a questionnaire form with the question do you like learning with smartphones (Sarker, 

2019)? 44.4% agreed with liking learning using smartphones. The desire of students to use 

smartphones is very large, it's just that the teacher is good at using what applications are used  and 

managing the use of playing smartphones. 44.4% strongly agree answered  the same as the agreed 

questionnaire above, it is true and there is no doubt that the student's desire to use a smartphone is 

very large. 11.1% answered that they did not agree to study with smartphones 11.1% of these 

students think that learning with smartphones makes students unfocused and difficult to focus. some 

researchers found the reason students agreed to study with smartphones was 44.4% and strongly 

agreed 44.4% this proves the reason students like smartphones is considered easier and more 

practical when studying, making assignments and collecting assignments individually or in groups, 

and very few. 



Survey Study on the Increase of Arabic Learning Due to Smar tphones          | Research Papers 

238                  IJEN | Vol. 1 | No. 4 | 2023 

students do not like learning with smartphones 11.1% on the pretext that they prefer face-to-

face learning because students are able to pay attention clearly and have extraordinary chemistry 

when meeting with teachers in the local, of course this chemistry will not be obtained if they do not 

do face-to-face learning directly, the favorite of mtsn 11 flat land students using smartphones to 

study is very good but many of these students are not accompanied by their parents when playing 

smartphones. 

 
Figure 2. Student smartphone use accompanied by parents 

The results of the questionnaire whose question is whether you learn to use a smartphone 

accompanied by parents (Chou & Chou, 2019)? 77.8% agreed that they were accompanied by 

parents and 22.2% disagreed. Parents are the core family closest to the child, parents must play an 

active role in efforts to protect the child, parents used to protect children from things that were 

thought to harm children, but nowadays parents have increased their duties due to the rapid 

development of technology. In today's era of technological development, there are children who use 

smartphones for positive things and there are also children who use smartphones for negative 

things. This is where the role of parents is to supervise their children in using technology in this day 

and age, we take for example technology that almost everyone uses it, from children to adults and 

even to adults. parents, namely android, this is where parents have to be smart to supervise their 

children in the use of android, for that to overcome the problem there are some tips from researchers 

that can be applied to help the problem of using android, 1. Accompany the child when using 

android. 2. Limit playing time when children can play and when children stop playing . 3. Perental 

control and limit what sites can be opened and which cannot be opened. parents have a very 

important role in advancing and maintaining generations, therefore parents must be more active in 

seeking supervision of the child. 

 
Figure 3. Understanding of teaching materials  

The results of the questionnaire whose question did you understand the learning material 

using a smartphone? 66.7% agreed with the answer and 33.3% answered disagree. The 

understanding of students in accepting the material taught by the teacher to their students is 

certainly inseparable from the way the teacher conveys the material, in the results of the 

questionnaire of MTSN 11 flat land students agree or understand the learning material using 

smartphones, that the use of smartphones in educational programs makes the device a guideline for 
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the use of alternatives in media development, The material presented during online learning is 

certainly the same as face-to-face learning because the teachers who teach it are all the same, but 

smartphones are used in the world of education as mobile learning technology stated by Gonzalez, 

so that it can provide good cooperation to students to access learning materials or as a means of 

delivering learning materials, by utilizing smartphones as an intermediary for learning to provide 

more. In-depth in-depth opportunities for students because by utilizing smartphones students or 

learners can develop their knowledge through searching for information from social media, as well 

as practicing skills that will be honed, students' understanding of using smartphones to understand 

learning material if they make good use of it will be much better than dissolving in using 

smartphones regardless of time and place, students who do not understand the material taught by the 

teacher should be honest and the teacher will certainly look for effective ways for the smooth 

understanding of learning especially what is discussed is Arabic language lessons, requiring extra 

understanding so that students understand and the material is easily accepted. 

 
Figure 4. Student focus in learning 

The questionnaire results with the question is whether you are learning using a smartphone 

you focus on learning? 55.6% answered agree and 44.4% answered disagree. The results of the 

questionnaire from the question of the level of focus of MTSN 11 Tanah Datar students said that the 

focus was 55.6% and those who did not focus on learning were around 44.4%. The reason why 

there are children who focus on learning there are children who do not focus on learning depends on 

many factors, the first is the level of intelligence of the child, the intelligence ability of students is 

important in influencing the form of fast or slow reception of information by answering or not, 

children will find it difficult to accept the lessons described or explained by the teacher if the level 

of focus and the level of intelligence of the student is weak. The second is the readiness and 

maturity of students who are ready to learn and mature in terms of thinking, of course they will 

focus on learning, the third is the willingness to learn the willingness to learn and accompanied by a 

great sense of responsibility, of course, has a good effect on the cause of the learning they want, the 

fourth is the model of delivering learning material, the success of students in the level of learning 

focus certainly depends on the teacher who delivers the material described by the teacher, students 

will focus if the above has been carried out and applied to learning when using a smartphone 

(Jahnke & Liebscher, 2020), 

 
Figure 5: The effect of smartphones on students' intelligence 
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The questionnaire results whose question is whether smartphones affect the level of 

intelligence of students? 44.4% said yes it had an effect but 55.6% said it sometimes had an effect, 

for mtsn 11 tanah datar students who think that cellphones have no effect on the level of 

intelligence because they are not good at managing time and those who say they have an effect are 

due to the student's ability to manage time and what sites are viewed (Shenouda et al., 2018). 

The results of observations knowing about the state of the respondents can be seen in the 

following table. 

Gender 

 

Male 6 people 

Female 4 people 

Smartphone ownership 

 

Owned by 7 people 

Owned by parents 3 people 

Class 

 

Table 1.  Data results related to smartphone ownership 

From the data above, there are 7 students who have their own smartphones (Twenge & 

Campbell, 2018), smartphone ownership at the age of 7th grade mtsn is still relatively small, 

because online learning forces them to have their own smartphones. besides that there are students 

who use smartphones owned by parents. Most of the men who use android in mtsn 11 tanah datar 

are caused because they ask to buy it from their parents on the pretext of studying online and 

looking for assignments. for android ownership itself a lot because it was bought by the parents 

earlier (Reid, 2018). 

whatsapp is chosen during online learning during this pandemic because it is cost-effective 

and the way to use it is quite easy. Even the children of mtsn 11 tanah datar generally already have 

this whatsapp application on their smartphones, of course it will be easier to use, just the direction 

of the teacher who teaches it, the mechanism for using the whatsapp application when learning 

Arabic in grade 7 in using a smartphone. the way the learning mechanism uses whatsapp groups 

during a pandemic by entering learning as usual at 7.30 WIB. The teacher starts online learning into 

whatsapp by saying greetings and telling children before learning to read the Koran first at  least one 

sheet of the Koran and continued by filling in the attendance in the wa group in order and then the 

teacher provides material by photographing today's material and sending it to the whatsapp group 

then the teacher explains what lessons are discussed today after explaining the material the teacher 

asks who does not understand the material given by the teacher, If the students have understood, 

then the questions are given and answered by the students, of course, they are given a specified time 

limit of 45 minutes, after the teacher gives the time limit, the teacher ends the meeting by reading 

alhamdulillah. so on until the subject runs out at 10 o'clock the children are rested for duha prayer 

for 15 minutes. and enter again until the lesson ends at 12.15 WIB. 

When participating in this online learning, students are very enthusiastic in participating in 

Arabic language learning, although there are students who do not participate in participating in this 

Arabic language learning in local 7.4. it is all not separated from the responsibility of teachers and 

parents, even teachers and parents have advised and directed the children to become responsible 

individuals, especially for the education they carry. Learning during the pandemic at mtsn 11 tanah 
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datar certainly cannot be separated from the name smartphone. before children learn online or use 

smartphones, the principal and wakasis (deputy student affairs) gather children lined up in the field 

and explain how to use smartphones, of course this has been discussed with homeroom teachers and 

teachers who teach at mtsn 11 tanah datar. And including parental guidance is expected by the 

school When children learn to use smartphones, when studying Arabic subjects, students are always 

guided and directed by teachers and homeroom teachers while studying, the application used by 

teachers to succeed Arabic language learners at MTSN 11 Tanah Flat is the WhatsApp application. 

Using smartphones for students at MTSN 11 Tanah Datar can work on assignments given by 

teachers to students can be done easily thanks to smartphones, because in essence the tasks given by 

the teacher are part of the learning process. Where the tasks given by the teacher to students are in 

accordance with the subject matter of the material provided, in online conditions doing student 

assignments is a learning activity directed at achieving student learning goals, starting from the 

design to student learning activities, students can do assignments from teachers even though online 

learning, can do assignments casually and easily. Because teachers use social media as online 

learning, this makes it easier for students to collect assignments because students are familiar with 

this social media application. it is the right tool if the teacher uses social media and it is also 

important for teachers to know student interest in this online learning. 

Because this is very influential. one of the effects is that students do not like social media and 

hate online learning, to make policies it needs to be used as a study material for various parties, but 

it is still recognized positively that students are able to use samrtphone to get digital and electronic 

learning resources, such as browsing on operamini to find out teaching materials on youtube, tik 

tok, facebook, ig and video snacks because all the applications mentioned earlier can be used for 

learning. 

Learning resources at this time are quite extensive, the teacher is not only the only learning 

resource figure, the virtual world is available and extensive learning resources. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The use of smartphones among children who have just graduated from elementary school 

(grade 1 mtsn) of course the way of thinking and using smartphones with parental guidance is much 

better. A child will get a good way of learning according to what the teacher directs during a 

pandemic, of course, by working with parents at home, no wonder many children's grades have 

dropped. At the time of collecting assignments and how to answer the exam, it was all caused by 

controlling children playing cellphones at home. for parents who care about children's education, of 

course, controlling learning and playing cellphones should be applied, but parents who don't care 

about children's education will definitely study chaotically, the task is not completed, the exam is 

whatever it is, it will all have an impact on the child's grades. If the direction from the teacher is of 

course the teacher will direct the implementation of the whether run or not everything will have 

results that will be obtained. So we don't need to be surprised anymore that many MTSN 11 Tanah 

Datar children lack direction and guidance at home, that's why many of the children's grades were 

unsatisfactory, all of that happened because of the above. Based on this research, we can also assess 

how the role of a teacher in learning, he is not only an educator, he also acts as an administrator, 

evaluator and supervisor for his students. Well, in this study it is not only the role of the teacher that 

influences the role of the parents is also very, very influential on the child's learning process. 
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