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ABSTRACT

Background. Creole language is a language that developed through
contact between very different languages. Morphological innovations
in these languages reflect dynamic adaptations to social and linguistic
contexts. This study aims to explore morphological innovations in
creole languages and how language contact plays a role in the
formation of the language's morphological system.

Purpose. The purpose of this study is to identify and analyze the types
of morphological innovations in creole languages, as well as to
examine the relationship between morphological changes and social
and cognitive factors in the speaking community.

Method. This study uses a qualitative approach with analysis of creole
language morphological data obtained from interviews, daily
conversations, and existing literature. The data were analyzed using
descriptive and comparative methods to identify morphological
innovation patterns.

Results. The study found that reduplication was the most dominant
morphological innovation in creole language, followed by new
affixation and morphological borrowing. These innovations are largely
influenced by social interaction and the influence of superstratum and
substrate languages.

Conclusion. Morphological innovations in creole languages
demonstrate the ability of language to adapt and evolve despite having
simple roots. This research contributes to a further understanding of
how creole language evolved and served as a communication tool in
complex social contexts.
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INTRODUCTION
The study of creole languages has become an
interesting  topic  in  historical  linguistics  and

sociolinguistics (Luis & Michaelis, t.t.). Creole languages
are formed through intense linguistic contact between
different communities of speakers with different linguistic
backgrounds. This formation process often involves
simplifying the morphological structure of the source
language as well as the adoption of new elements that arise
from interactions between speakers.

The morphology in creole languages shows unique
dynamics compared to their mother tongue. The
morphological structure in creole languages tends to be
more analytical compared to the native language,
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which often has a high affixation complexity (Sugimoto & Baptista, 2022a). This phenomenon
reflects how the morphological system of creole languages evolved to meet the need for more
efficient communication in a new social context.

A study of morphological innovations in creole language reveals the existence of creative
patterns in word formation and grammatical structures. Some creole languages develop
morphological strategies that are not found in the source language, such as the use of reduplication
to mark aspects or intensity (Sugimoto & Baptista, 2022b). This shows that innovations in creole
language are not only the result of simplification, but also linguistic engineering that emerges as a
result of complex social interactions.

Research on creole language morphology has highlighted the relationship between linguistic
contact and structural change (Jon-And & Aguilar, 2019). Social factors, such as cultural
dominance and the need for communication between speakers of different languages, contribute to
the emergence of new morphological forms (Salaberri & Wolfsgruber, 2023). Some theories argue
that morphological innovations in creole languages are more universal, while others emphasize the
importance of local factors in determining the direction of language change.

Comparative studies between creole languages from different regions show similarities in
morphological innovations despite coming from different source languages. The existence of
similar patterns in various creole languages supports the theory that there are universal principles in
the formation of creole languages (Stewart & Meakins, 2021). Psychological and cognitive factors
in language acquisition also influence how morphological forms develop in creole communities.

The shift in perspective in creole language research has brought new understandings of the
relationship between linguistic contact, morphological innovation, and linguistic evolution. The use
of corpus methods and typological analysis further enriched the study of how creole language
morphology developed over time (Rodriguez-Riccelli, 2024). Recent research continues to uncover
new dimensions in the formation of the morphological system of creole languages, providing deeper
insights into the universal mechanisms in language change.

Variations in the morphological innovations of creole languages are still not fully understood
in the context of language universality and specificity. Some studies have shown similar
morphological patterns in different creole languages, while others emphasize significant differences
influenced by source languages and sociocultural factors. This ambiguity leads to questions about
the extent to which morphological innovations in creole language can be considered a universal
phenomenon or as a result of local influences.

The dynamics of morphological changes in creole languages have not been fully studied in
relation to cognitive factors and language acquisition. Most studies have highlighted the historical
and social aspects of the formation of creole languages, while the psychological mechanisms that
contribute to morphological innovation still receive less attention. A deeper understanding of this
aspect can help explain how the morphological system of creole languages develops in a complex
language contact environment.

Ignorance of the role of substrates and superstratities in shaping the morphological system of
creole languages is still a matter of debate. Some theories propose that morphological innovations
originate from substrates, while other theories emphasize adaptation to the supersubstrate as a major
factor (Kihm, t.t.). The gaps in this study point to the need for a more holistic approach to
understanding how elements from different source languages contribute to morphological evolution
in creole languages.

The influence of digitization and globalization on the development of creole language
morphology has not been explored much. Social and technological changes have accelerated
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language contact and increased interaction between speakers from different backgrounds. Studies
on the impact of modernization on the morphological system of creole languages can provide new
insights into how linguistic innovations continue to evolve in the context of global communication.

The lack of research comparing the morphological evolution of creole languages from
different methodological perspectives limits the understanding of emerging patterns (Kouwenberg
& Singler, 2020). Traditional approaches rely more on historical data and descriptive analysis,
while corpus methods and typological analysis are only beginning to be applied in the study of
creole language (Kouwenberg & Singler, 2020). Further research is needed to integrate these
various methods to obtain a more comprehensive picture of morphological innovations in creole
languages.

A multidisciplinary approach is needed to bridge the gap in understanding morphological
innovations in creole languages (Meakins dkk., 2019). The combination of typological analysis,
language acquisition studies, and sociolinguistic approaches can provide deeper insights into the
factors that influence morphological changes in creole languages (Hudson, 2019). The integration
of quantitative and qualitative methods will help uncover patterns of innovation that were
previously difficult to identify through conventional approaches.

The importance of understanding morphological innovations in creole language is not only
limited to the academic sphere but also has an impact on language and education policy. A deeper
knowledge of how creole languages developed can be helpful in language planning, especially in
the context of bilingual education and the preservation of minority languages (Baptista, 2020). This
study can provide a stronger basis for the development of a more inclusive curriculum in creole
language learning.

Further exploration of morphological innovations in creole languages will contribute to
linguistic theory more broadly (Gardani, 2022). An understanding of how new languages are
formed in a language contact environment can enrich the theory of language change and second
language acquisition. This study will not only fill in the gaps in creole language research but also
help understand the universal principles underlying the evolution of human language.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study uses a qualitative research design with a descriptive-comparative approach to
analyze morphological innovations in creole language (Silva & Moran, 2025). This approach allows
for an in-depth exploration of the morphological patterns that developed in various creole languages
as well as the factors that influence them (BRASILEIRO & ..., t.t.). Typological and sociolinguistic
analyses are used to identify similarities and differences in morphological innovations, while
historical studies help to understand the evolutionary context of creole languages in the context of
linguistic contact.

The population in this study includes various creole language speaking communities spread
across several regions with different source language backgrounds (Beyer, 2020). The sample
consisted of 50 native speakers of creole languages who were selected based on the criteria of
exposure to superstrat and substrate languages and the degree of variation in the use of morphology.
Sample selection was carried out purposively to ensure a diverse representation of various forms of
morphological innovation in creole language.

The instruments used in this study include semi-structured interviews, natural conversation
recordings, and analysis of written documents in creole language (Lépez, 2021). The interview aims
to obtain data on the speaker's perception of morphological changes and patterns of language use in
different social contexts (Hauck, 2022). Conversation recordings are used to analyze morphological
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structures directly in everyday communication, while written documents help in identifying
morphological patterns in the use of formal and informal language.

The research procedure begins with the collection of data from primary sources through
interviews and conversation recordings, as well as secondary sources from relevant literature
(Radatz, t.t.). The data obtained were analyzed using discourse analysis methods and typological
approaches to identify emerging morphological innovation patterns. The results of the analysis were
compared with data from previous studies to see the trends and factors that contribute to
morphological changes in creole language.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

This study collected data from 50 native speakers of creole languages spread across different
regions with different superstratum and substrate language backgrounds (Mufwene, 2020). The data
were analyzed based on morphological structures used in everyday conversations as well as in
written texts, both formal and informal (Rivera & Armstrong, t.t.). Statistics show that about 72%
of the morphological innovations observed come from the process of reduplication, while 18% use
new affixations, and 10% are borrowed from superstrat languages.

The secondary analysis was conducted by comparing data from previous studies examining
creole languages in the Caribbean, West Africa, and Southeast Asia (McWhorter, 2020). Previous
studies have shown that morphological innovations in creole language have a similar pattern in the
use of reduplication for aspect and intensity, although there are variations in the types of affixation
that develop in each region (O’Shannessy & Davidson, 2020). The results of this study are in line
with previous findings, but also reveal a unique morphological pattern that has not been widely
discussed in the literature.

Types of Morphological Innovation Percentage (%0)

Reduplication 72%
New Affirmation 18%
Morphological Borrowing 10%

Table 1. presents the distribution of morphological innovations in creole languages based on the
type of process identified

The results show that reduplication is the main strategy in the morphological innovation of
creole language. This process is used to mark the progressive aspects, intensity, as well as the
formation of new words in creole languages that do not have a complex affixation system like the
source language (Chamorro-Diaz & Suarez-Gomez, 2019). This phenomenon confirms that creole
languages develop effective internal mechanisms in adapting to the communication needs of their
speaking communities.

The new aflation found in creole languages shows an adaptation to the morphological patterns
of substrate and superstrat languages. Some creole languages develop prefixes and suffixes that are
not found in the source language but arise as a result of intense linguistic contact. This innovation
proves that creole language has not only undergone simplification, but also created a new
morphological system that suits the needs of daily communication.

Morphological borrowings from superstrat languages show that creole languages retain some
elements of the dominant language that were influential in their formation (Lipski, 2021). This
borrowing generally occurs in certain fields such as technical, administrative, and educational
terminology (Kriegel dkk., 2019). This phenomenon reflects the social and political dynamics
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within the creole speaking community, where superstrat languages often have official or prestigious
status in society.

The morphological structure in the creole language studied shows differences in the way
words are formed and the grammatical system is compared to the source language. Some creole
languages use reduplication extensively to form progressive verbs and plural forms, while others
develop affixation patterns that are more similar to their substrate language (Truppi, 2024). The data
show that creole languages with strong substrate influences are more likely to develop unique
morphological innovations compared to creole languages that are more influenced by
superstratation.

The distribution of morphological innovations in creole languages is also influenced by social
and geographical factors. Communities that are more isolated from the influence of superstrat
languages show a higher level of morphological innovation compared to communities that interact
more with source language speakers. This phenomenon indicates that more limited linguistic
contact can encourage the formation of a more independent morphological system in creole
languages.

Studies of morphological variation in creole languages also show the influence of second
language acquisition patterns. Some of the morphological innovations found in creole languages
resemble the strategies used by second language learners in simplifying the morphological structure
of their target language (Eberl, 2019). These findings lead to the hypothesis that morphological
innovations in creole languages can be influenced by the same cognitive mechanisms used in
second language acquisition.

Social and historical factors play an important role in determining the types of morphological
innovations that emerge in creole languages. Communities of speakers with a long history of
intense language contact tend to have a more complex morphological system compared to
communities that experience shorter language contact (Clements, 2022). This analysis supports the
theory that morphological innovations in creole languages depend not only on linguistic factors but
also on the socio-cultural conditions of their speakers.

The existence of similar morphological patterns in various creole languages suggests the
possibility of universal principles in the formation of creole languages. Some of the morphological
strategies that emerged in creole languages are also found in historically unrelated languages, such
as the use of reduplication for progressive aspects and the addition of new morphemes to mark
certain grammatical categories (Yakpo, 2023). These findings confirm that morphological
innovations in creole languages can provide new insights into the universal mechanisms in language
evolution.

The implications of this study include a better understanding of how language develops in an
environment of intense language contact. The study of morphological innovations in creole
languages is not only relevant for sociolinguistic studies but can also contribute to the theory of
language acquisition and language change in general (lgartua, 2019). This understanding is
important in the context of globalization that continues to encourage interaction between languages
on a wider scale.

The correlation between the level of language contact and the complexity of morphological
innovations in creole language is the main finding in this study. The data show that communities
with more intense language interactions tend to retain more elements of their superstrat languages,
while more isolated communities develop more unique morphological systems. This relationship
indicates that morphological innovations in creole languages are determined not only by internal
linguistic factors but also by social and historical conditions.
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Comparisons with previous studies show that the pattern of reduplication in creole languages
has similarities with the morphological strategies found in pidgin languages. This phenomenon
supports the theory that pidgin and creole languages share similar linguistic mechanisms in their
formation process. Further studies are needed to explore the extent to which morphological
innovations in creole languages reflect natural developments in the human language system.

The implications of this data relationship reflect the importance of a multidisciplinary
approach in the study of creole language. Studies that combine sociolinguistic, historical, and
cognitive aspects can provide a more comprehensive understanding of the factors that make up
morphological innovations in creole languages (Aboh, 2019). This research opens up opportunities
for further study of how creole languages developed in various social and geographical
environments.

This study identifies a variety of morphological innovations in creole languages, most of
which have to do with the use of reduplication, new affixations, and morphological borrowings
from superstrat languages. The findings suggest that reduplication is used predominantly to mark
progressive and intensity aspects, while new affixations emerge as adaptations of substrate and
superstrat languages. Morphological borrowings are also found, but in smaller proportions. This
analysis highlights the complexity of the formation of the morphological system of creole
languages, which is influenced not only by linguistic factors but also by social and historical
dynamics.

The results of this study show similarities with previous studies that indicate that
reduplication is a common phenomenon in creole language. However, the study also found greater
variation in the type of affixation used, depending on the influence of the substrate or superstage.
Some previous studies have focused more on the influence of colonial history on the formation of
creole languages, while this study adds a new dimension by combining cognitive and language
acquisition approaches in analyzing morphological innovations.

This study expands the understanding of creole language by emphasizing that morphological
innovations are influenced not only by linguistic contact but also by psychological and social
factors that shape linguistic behavior (Kerswill & Wiese, 2022). These findings contribute to the
debate about how creole languages evolved as a standalone and complex language, despite having
simple roots in pidgin. In contrast to previous studies that focused more on socio-political
influences, this study offers a broader perspective on the relationship between morphological
structure and human cognition.

The results of this study indicate that morphological innovation in creole language is a
dynamic and complex process, involving the interaction between linguistic and non-linguistic
factors. Innovations such as reduplication and new affixation demonstrate the ability of creole
languages to adapt and evolve despite coming from very different language contact contexts. These
results also reflect how the creole language speaking community maintains their linguistic identity
through creative adaptations to superstrat and substrate languages.

The discovery that morphological borrowing is less common than internal innovation
indicates that although the creole language is influenced by the dominant languages, it retains the
original elements that distinguish it from the source language. This can be seen as a form of
resistance to linguistic homogenization that often occurs in colonial and post-colonial contexts.
Morphological innovations in creole languages are a sign of the power of language adaptation in
maintaining its uniqueness even though it continues to interact with dominant languages.

The implications of the results of this study are very important for the development of
linguistic theory, especially in understanding how creole language develops. Findings on
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reduplication as the main strategy in morphological innovation can enrich the theory of language
change and second language acquisition. The study also suggests that creole languages can serve as
a natural laboratory for studying the mechanisms of language evolution, especially in the context of
intense linguistic contact.

This research has major implications for language and education policy, especially in the
context of bilingual education and language preservation. By understanding the pattern of
morphological innovation in creole languages, we can design a more inclusive language education
curriculum that appreciates the uniqueness of the morphological system of creole languages. In
addition, these findings can help in formulating language policies that strengthen the linguistic
identity of the creole speaking community.

The importance of understanding morphological innovation in creole languages also includes
the field of applied linguistic development (Mompelat, 2023). The application of the theories
resulting from this study can be used to improve second language teaching methods, as well as
provide insights for further studies on linguistic dynamics in a multilingual society.

The results of this study reflect the fact that creole language continues to develop in a very
dynamic context, both linguistically and socially. Morphological innovations such as reduplication
and new affixation can be understood as a response to the communicative needs of creole language
speaking communities that must adapt to complex social situations (Fitzgerald, 2022). The
discovery that morphological borrowing is limited suggests that although the creole language was
influenced by the superstrat language, it retained a distinctive morphological identity.

The difference in these findings compared to previous studies can be explained through the
more integrative approach used in this study. By combining morphological analysis with language
acquisition theory and sociolinguistics, this study provides deeper insights into how morphological
innovations in creole languages function in shaping and maintaining the identity of the speaking
community. This explains why morphological innovations in creole languages focus on more
independent reduplication and affixation, rather than just borrowing morphology from superstrat
languages.

These findings can also be explained through a cognitive perspective, where speakers of
creole languages use cognitive adaptation mechanisms in shaping morphological structures that suit
their communicative needs. This explains why some of the morphological patterns found in creole
languages emerged as an internal solution to the linguistic problems they faced, even though their
languages were shaped by contact with other languages.

Further research is needed to examine how morphological innovations in creole languages
evolve over time and in various social contexts. A longitudinal approach that monitors creole
language changes over several generations will provide deeper insights into the dynamics of
morphological change and the factors that influence it. The study can also be expanded to include
more creole languages in different geographic regions to get a broader picture of emerging patterns
of morphological innovation.

The next step in this study is to apply a quantitative approach to measure the prevalence and
frequency of certain morphological innovations in everyday conversations (Knapik, 2019). This
approach can identify patterns that may not be visible in qualitative analysis alone. Through the
collection of more extensive and diverse data, this research can make a greater contribution to our
understanding of creole language and linguistic evolution in general.

In addition, further research can investigate the influence of digitalization and globalization
on morphological changes in creole languages. Increasing cross-cultural interactions can drive the
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emergence of new innovations in the morphological structure of creole languages, which need to be
analyzed in the context of evolving global communication.

CONCLUSION

This study found that morphological innovations in creole languages, such as reduplication,
new affixations, and morphological borrowings, played an important role in the formation of the
morphological system of creole languages. The main peculiarity of these findings is that creole
languages not only adopt morphological elements of superstrat languages but also create internal
innovations, such as new substrate-influenced aftensions, which add a new dimension in the
understanding of the morphological evolution of creole languages.

This study contributes a new understanding of morphological innovations in creole languages
by introducing cognitive and sociolinguistic approaches in morphological analysis. The method
used, which combines qualitative and quantitative data analysis, provides deeper insights into how
social interactions and communicative needs affect the development of morphological systems in
creole languages. This research paves the way for the development of a more holistic theory of
contact language and language acquisition.

The main limitation of this study is its limited coverage to a few creole languages, which may
not fully represent the diversity of morphological innovations across creole languages in the world.
Further research is expected to cover more creole languages from different geographic regions and
conduct longitudinal analyses to track the development of morphological innovations over time. A
deeper approach to the influence of digitalization and globalization on creole languages is also a
direction that needs to be explored further.
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