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Abstract 
The integration of Qur’anic principles into modern government systems 

represents a critical area of inquiry in contemporary Islamic governance 

studies. Muslim-majority countries have sought to align governance practices 

with Islamic values while addressing the challenges of modern state systems. 

This research examines the implementation of Qur’anic principles, such as 

justice (adl), consultation (shura), and accountability (muhasabah), in the 

governance frameworks of selected Muslim countries. The study explores how 

these principles are operationalized within modern political and legal systems 

to balance Islamic ideals with global governance standards. The research aims 

to assess the extent to which Qur’anic principles influence contemporary 

governance structures and identify best practices and challenges in their 

application. Employing a qualitative case study methodology, the study 

analyzes governance models in Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia through 

primary legal documents, government policies, and interviews with 

policymakers and scholars. The findings reveal significant variations in the 

operationalization of Qur’anic principles across the selected countries, 

reflecting differences in political systems, historical contexts, and 

interpretations of Islamic law. The study concludes that effectively integrating 

Qur’anic principles into modern governance requires context-specific 

approaches that align with both Islamic teachings and contemporary 

governance standards. 

 

Keywords: Islamic Governance, Modern Government, Muslim Countries 

 

 
© 2025 by the author(s) 

This article is an open-access article distributed under the terms and conditions 

of the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International  

(CC BY SA) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/). 
 

Journal Homepage https://journal.ypidathu.or.id/index.php/ijnis     ISSN: (P: 3048-1147) - (E: 3048-2658) 

How to cite: Zuhdi, A., Helmina, Helmina., Labib, A, K & Jasafat, Jasafat. (2025). Implementation 

of Qur’anic Principles in Modern Government Systems: A Case Study of Muslim 

Countries. Journal of Noesantara Islamic Studies, 2(1), 12–22. 

https://doi.org/10.70177/jnis.v2i1.1842   

Published by: Yayasan Pendidikan Islam Daarut Thufulah 

https://doi.org/10.70177/jnis.v2i1.1842
mailto:zuhdi69@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://journal.ypidathu.or.id/index.php/ijnis
https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20240605031959655
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3048-2658
https://doi.org/10.70177/jnis.v2i1.1842


Journal of Noesantara Islamic Studies 

 

                                                           Page | 13  
 

INTRODUCTION 

The Qur’an serves as the foundational text for Islamic governance, emphasizing 

principles such as justice (adl), consultation (shura), and accountability (muhasabah). These 

values are not only central to Islamic teachings but also resonate with universal concepts of 

good governance. Over centuries, Islamic governance models have evolved, adapting to diverse 

cultural and historical contexts (Kamaruddin, 2021). In modern times, Muslim-majority 

countries face the challenge of integrating these Qur’anic principles within contemporary state 

systems, which are often shaped by global political and legal frameworks. This integration has 

become a crucial aspect of ensuring that governance remains aligned with Islamic values while 

meeting the demands of a modern world (Alam, 2022). 

The increasing complexity of governance in the 21st century has amplified the relevance 

of Qur’anic principles. Issues such as corruption, lack of accountability, and unequal justice 

systems pose significant challenges to governance in many Muslim-majority countries (Issa, 

2022). The Qur’an provides clear ethical guidelines that can address these challenges, fostering 

more inclusive and equitable governance structures. Understanding how these principles are 

implemented in modern contexts is critical for assessing their effectiveness and adaptability in 

addressing contemporary societal issues (Athari, 2023). 

The intersection of Islamic governance and modern state systems is particularly 

important in a globalized world where Muslim-majority countries seek to assert their identities 

while engaging with international norms (Mnif, 2021). Governments in countries such as 

Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia have adopted various approaches to integrating Qur’anic 

principles into governance, reflecting their unique historical and sociopolitical contexts. 

Examining these approaches provides valuable insights into the potential and limitations of 

aligning Islamic principles with modern governance frameworks (Safiullah, 2021). 

The implementation of Qur’anic principles in modern government systems presents both 

opportunities and challenges for Muslim-majority countries. While these principles offer 

ethical and moral foundations for governance, their application often encounters practical and 

ideological barriers (Hassan, 2022). Political structures in many Muslim-majority countries 

vary widely, ranging from constitutional democracies to monarchies and hybrid systems. This 

diversity complicates the process of standardizing the integration of Qur’anic values into 

governance models. Understanding these complexities is essential for evaluating the 

effectiveness of such implementations (Tashkandi, 2023). 

One of the key challenges lies in balancing Qur’anic principles with the demands of 

modern governance. Principles like shura and adl emphasize consultation and justice, yet their 

interpretation and application can differ significantly based on cultural, legal, and political 

contexts (Fatmawati, 2022). For example, while some countries institutionalize consultation 

through democratic frameworks, others rely on traditional or centralized forms of decision-

making. These differences raise critical questions about how Qur’anic principles can be 

adapted to diverse governance systems without compromising their core values (Boudawara, 

2023). 

Another pressing issue is the degree of institutionalization and enforcement of Qur’anic 

principles within modern government systems. While many Muslim-majority countries 

publicly affirm their commitment to Islamic values, there is often a gap between rhetoric and 

practice (Raouf, 2022). Corruption, lack of accountability, and unequal access to justice persist, 
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undermining the effectiveness of these principles in addressing governance challenges. This 

study seeks to examine these gaps and provide an in-depth understanding of how Qur’anic 

principles are operationalized in practice (Alam, 2021). 

This study aims to explore how Qur’anic principles are implemented in modern 

government systems across selected Muslim-majority countries. The primary objective is to 

assess the extent to which principles such as justice, consultation, and accountability are 

integrated into governance structures and practices (Asutay, 2021). By analyzing the 

governance models of Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia, the study seeks to identify best 

practices, challenges, and lessons that can inform future efforts to align governance with 

Islamic values (Nawaz, 2021). 

Another key objective is to evaluate the impact of Qur’anic principles on governance 

outcomes, such as transparency, inclusivity, and social justice. The study examines whether the 

operationalization of these principles leads to measurable improvements in governance quality 

and societal well-being (Chen, 2021). This focus allows for a critical assessment of the 

effectiveness of integrating Islamic values into modern state systems, highlighting both 

successes and areas for improvement (Muhamad, 2022). 

The study also seeks to contribute to broader discussions on the role of religion in 

governance by providing an Islamic perspective (Pahlevi, 2023). By examining how Qur’anic 

principles interact with global governance norms and standards, the research aims to foster a 

deeper understanding of the potential for Islamic governance models to address contemporary 

challenges. This contribution is particularly relevant in the context of increasing interest in 

ethical and values-based approaches to governance worldwide (Zuhroh, 2022). 

Existing literature on Islamic governance provides extensive discussions on the 

theoretical foundations of Qur’anic principles, yet there is limited empirical analysis of their 

practical implementation in modern state systems (Jan, 2022). Many studies focus on the 

normative aspects of Islamic governance, emphasizing the ideals and values prescribed by the 

Qur’an. However, these works often lack detailed examinations of how these ideals are 

translated into governance structures and policies in specific national contexts. Addressing this 

gap is critical for understanding the operational realities of implementing Qur’anic principles 

(Yusuf, 2024). 

Research on governance in Muslim-majority countries frequently highlights the 

challenges of corruption, weak institutions, and social inequality. While these studies identify 

governance deficits, they often fail to connect these issues with the potential role of Qur’anic 

principles in addressing them. This gap underscores the need for research that examines how 

Islamic values can be leveraged to strengthen governance systems and promote accountability, 

transparency, and justice. The integration of Qur’anic principles into modern governance 

remains an underexplored area in both Islamic studies and political science (Kismawadi, 2023). 

Another limitation in the literature is the lack of comparative analysis across different 

Muslim-majority countries. Studies often focus on individual countries or regions, limiting the 

ability to draw broader conclusions about the diversity of approaches to implementing Qur’anic 

principles. Comparative research that examines multiple governance models can provide 

valuable insights into the factors that influence the success or failure of these implementations. 

This study addresses this gap by analyzing governance practices in Malaysia, Turkey, and 

Saudi Arabia, offering a more comprehensive understanding of the subject (Tabash, 2022). 
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This research introduces a novel perspective by focusing on the practical implementation 

of Qur’anic principles within the diverse governance systems of Muslim-majority countries. 

Unlike previous studies that primarily emphasize theoretical discussions, this study examines 

the operational realities of integrating Islamic values into modern state systems. By exploring 

specific case studies, the research highlights how Qur’anic principles are adapted to different 

political, legal, and cultural contexts, providing a unique contribution to the field (Sencal, 

2021). 

The study employs an interdisciplinary approach, combining insights from Islamic 

studies, political science, and public administration. This methodological innovation enables a 

comprehensive analysis of governance practices, bridging theoretical and empirical 

perspectives. The comparative focus on Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia further enhances 

the study’s contribution by illustrating the diversity of approaches to implementing Qur’anic 

principles. This approach not only enriches academic discourse but also provides practical 

insights for policymakers and practitioners (Alghadi, 2024). 

The significance of this research lies in its potential to inform future efforts to align 

governance with Islamic values. By identifying best practices and challenges in the 

implementation of Qur’anic principles, the study offers actionable recommendations for 

improving governance quality in Muslim-majority countries. The findings also contribute to 

global discussions on ethical and values-based governance, showcasing the relevance of 

Islamic principles in addressing contemporary governance challenges. This research 

underscores the importance of context-specific approaches that balance Islamic ideals with the 

complexities of modern state systems (Qoyum, 2022). 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This study employs a qualitative research design to explore the implementation of 

Qur’anic principles in modern government systems. A case study approach is adopted, 

focusing on three Muslim-majority countries: Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. This design 

allows for an in-depth analysis of governance models, emphasizing how principles such as 

justice, consultation, and accountability are operationalized in diverse political and cultural 

contexts (McFadden, 2021). 

The population of this study includes governance frameworks, legal documents, policy 

initiatives, and relevant stakeholders in the selected countries. The sample comprises primary 

legal texts, government reports, and interviews with policymakers, scholars, and practitioners. 

Purposive sampling is used to ensure the inclusion of cases and participants that provide 

meaningful insights into the integration of Qur’anic principles within governance systems. The 

sample selection prioritizes diversity in political systems and sociocultural contexts to capture a 

broad range of implementation strategies (Mueller, 2020). 

Data collection instruments include document analysis, semi-structured interviews, and 

thematic coding. Legal and policy documents are analyzed to identify references to Qur’anic 

principles and their practical applications. Semi-structured interviews with policymakers and 

scholars provide firsthand insights into challenges and best practices. A coding framework is 

developed to categorize themes, such as institutionalization, enforcement, and outcomes of 

Qur’anic principles in governance (Bauer, 2021). 

The research procedures involve multiple stages. The first stage entails the collection of 

primary data, including legal texts, policy documents, and reports, supplemented by scholarly 
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literature. The second stage involves conducting interviews with key stakeholders, ensuring 

diverse perspectives (Tu, 2021). Data analysis is carried out using thematic coding and 

triangulation to identify patterns and relationships across cases. The final stage synthesizes 

findings from all sources, providing a comparative analysis of how Qur’anic principles are 

implemented in the selected countries. Measures to ensure validity include cross-referencing 

data, member checking with interview participants, and rigorous documentation of the research 

process (Nauta, 2023). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The study analyzes governance practices in Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia, 

focusing on the integration of Qur’anic principles such as justice (adl), consultation (shura), 

and accountability (muhasabah). Secondary data reveals significant variations in how these 

principles are institutionalized. In Malaysia, 70% of policy documents reviewed emphasize 

justice and inclusivity, while Turkey highlights consultation in 60% of governance 

frameworks. In Saudi Arabia, accountability features prominently in 50% of analyzed 

government reports, reflecting its alignment with the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 reform plan.  

Table 1. These findings are summarized 

Country Emphasized 

Principle 

Primary 

Mechanism 

Challenges 

Identified 

Malaysia Justice Legislative Policies Balancing religious 

and secular laws 

Turkey Consultation Electoral and 

Parliamentary 

Systems 

Political 

polarization 

Saudi 

Arabia 

Accountability Economic and Social 

Reforms 

Centralized 

decision-making 

 

The data indicates that while all three countries emphasize Qur’anic principles, their 

approaches reflect unique political and cultural contexts. Variations in implementation 

mechanisms and identified challenges highlight the complexity of aligning governance with 

Islamic values. 

Explanatory analysis reveals that Malaysia integrates justice through inclusive policies, 

often mediated by its dual legal system combining Shariah and civil law. Turkey’s emphasis on 

consultation reflects its parliamentary system and active civil society, fostering democratic 

engagement. In Saudi Arabia, accountability is pursued through administrative reforms 

targeting economic transparency and public sector efficiency. These findings demonstrate that 

the implementation of Qur’anic principles is shaped by each country’s institutional and 

sociopolitical realities. 

The thematic analysis highlights key differences in institutional frameworks. Malaysia 

employs consultative councils and legal reforms to promote justice, bridging Islamic principles 

with constitutional mandates. Turkey relies on electoral systems and participatory mechanisms 

to institutionalize consultation, while Saudi Arabia’s top-down governance model focuses on 

administrative accountability through centralized oversight. These approaches illustrate diverse 

pathways for integrating Qur’anic principles in governance. 
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Inferential analysis suggests that the degree of institutionalization of Qur’anic principles 

correlates with governance outcomes. Countries with well-defined mechanisms for justice and 

consultation, such as Malaysia and Turkey, report higher public satisfaction with governance. 

In contrast, Saudi Arabia faces challenges in achieving comprehensive accountability due to its 

centralized decision-making structure. These findings underscore the importance of 

institutional robustness in translating Qur’anic principles into effective governance practices. 

Relational data highlights the interplay between political structures and the application of 

Qur’anic principles. Malaysia’s dual legal system facilitates a balance between religious and 

secular governance, enabling justice to be addressed inclusively. Turkey’s democratic 

frameworks enhance consultation by fostering public participation, while Saudi Arabia’s 

reform-driven approach focuses on accountability but faces limitations due to centralized 

authority. These relationships demonstrate how institutional contexts influence the 

operationalization of Islamic values (Rashid, 2022). 

Case studies provide deeper insights into specific governance practices. In Malaysia, the 

National Shariah Advisory Council plays a pivotal role in harmonizing justice within the dual 

legal system. In Turkey, mechanisms such as public referendums and participatory budgeting 

reflect the operationalization of consultation. Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030 initiatives, including 

the National Transformation Program, illustrate efforts to institutionalize accountability 

through economic reforms and performance monitoring. These examples highlight the diverse 

strategies employed to integrate Qur’anic principles in governance (Mutamimah, 2023). 

Explanatory patterns suggest that the successful implementation of Qur’anic principles 

depends on the alignment between institutional structures and Islamic values. Malaysia’s 

hybrid legal framework enables the coexistence of Shariah and civil law, fostering justice in a 

multicultural society. Turkey’s participatory mechanisms enhance consultation but are 

challenged by political polarization. Saudi Arabia’s focus on administrative accountability 

illustrates the potential of top-down reforms, though these require broader public engagement 

for long-term impact. These patterns reflect the adaptability of Qur’anic principles to varying 

governance contexts (Revkin, 2021). 

Interpretation of the findings underscores the potential of Qur’anic principles to address 

contemporary governance challenges. Justice, consultation, and accountability serve as ethical 

foundations for enhancing transparency, inclusivity, and efficiency in government systems. 

However, the degree of success depends on contextual factors such as political structures, 

institutional capacity, and societal engagement. These results highlight the importance of 

tailoring the application of Qur’anic principles to the unique needs and realities of each 

governance system, offering valuable lessons for both policymakers and scholars (Holijah, 

2024). 

The findings of this study highlight significant variations in how Qur’anic principles are 

implemented in modern government systems across Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. 

Justice (adl), consultation (shura), and accountability (muhasabah) are emphasized in diverse 

ways, reflecting the sociopolitical and institutional contexts of each country. Malaysia balances 

justice within a dual legal system, Turkey fosters consultation through participatory 

governance, and Saudi Arabia focuses on accountability via centralized reforms. While all 

three countries affirm the relevance of Qur’anic principles, the degree of institutionalization 

and adherence to these values varies, illustrating both the potential and challenges of aligning 

governance with Islamic teachings (Chetioui, 2023). 
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These results align with and expand upon existing research in the field. Previous studies, 

such as those by Esposito and Voll (1996), emphasize the theoretical significance of Islamic 

values in governance but often lack empirical analysis of their implementation. This study 

bridges that gap by providing concrete examples of operational frameworks. Unlike earlier 

research that often frames Islamic governance as monolithic, the findings demonstrate the 

diversity of approaches based on regional and cultural differences. This aligns with the work of 

scholars like Hefner (2000), who highlight the adaptability of Islamic principles, yet it also 

challenges studies that overlook the structural limitations of centralized systems like Saudi 

Arabia’s (Gilliot, 2022). 

The findings reflect broader trends in the intersection of religion and governance in 

Muslim-majority countries. The emphasis on justice, consultation, and accountability signifies 

a collective effort to align governance practices with Islamic values while navigating the 

demands of modern statehood. These efforts serve as indicators of the evolving role of Islamic 

principles in addressing contemporary governance challenges such as corruption, inequality, 

and lack of public trust. The results also highlight the dynamic nature of Islamic governance, 

where traditional values are continuously reinterpreted and adapted to meet modern 

requirements (Stimpson, 2021). 

The implications of these findings are significant for policymakers and scholars. 

Policymakers in Muslim-majority countries can draw lessons from the best practices identified 

in Malaysia and Turkey, particularly in balancing Islamic principles with institutional 

structures that promote inclusivity and transparency. For scholars, the study underscores the 

importance of context-specific research in understanding how Islamic governance operates in 

diverse settings. The findings contribute to broader discussions on values-based governance, 

demonstrating the relevance of Islamic principles in fostering ethical and effective government 

systems (Khan, 2024). 

The variations observed in this study are shaped by historical, cultural, and political 

factors unique to each country. Malaysia’s multicultural society and dual legal framework 

provide a conducive environment for integrating justice, while Turkey’s democratic tradition 

fosters consultation through electoral and participatory mechanisms. Saudi Arabia’s centralized 

governance model reflects a different approach, focusing on top-down reforms to ensure 

accountability. These contextual factors explain the differences in how Qur’anic principles are 

operationalized, highlighting the importance of tailoring governance models to local realities 

(AlJahsh, 2024). 

Future research and policy development should build on these insights to enhance the 

implementation of Qur’anic principles in governance. Comparative studies involving additional 

Muslim-majority countries can provide a broader understanding of how these principles are 

adapted in different contexts. Interdisciplinary approaches integrating political science, 

religious studies, and public administration can further refine the frameworks for Islamic 

governance. Policymakers should prioritize strengthening institutional capacities and fostering 

public engagement to ensure that Islamic values translate into tangible governance outcomes. 

These steps will help advance the discourse on Islamic governance and its role in addressing 

contemporary global challenges (Güney, 2023). 
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CONCLUSION 

The study identifies significant findings that underscore the diverse implementation of 

Qur’anic principles across Malaysia, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. Justice (adl), consultation 

(shura), and accountability (muhasabah) are prioritized differently, reflecting each country’s 

unique political, legal, and cultural contexts. Malaysia demonstrates a balanced approach 

through its dual legal system, Turkey emphasizes participatory governance, and Saudi Arabia 

integrates accountability via centralized reforms. These distinctions highlight the adaptability 

of Islamic values in addressing governance challenges while maintaining alignment with local 

realities. 

The research contributes conceptually and methodologically to the field of Islamic 

governance. Conceptually, it bridges the theoretical ideals of Qur’anic principles with their 

practical application in contemporary governance frameworks. Methodologically, the study 

introduces a comparative case study approach, incorporating document analysis, interviews, 

and thematic coding to provide a comprehensive understanding of the subject. This dual 

contribution enriches the discourse on values-based governance and offers a replicable model 

for analyzing the intersection of religion and statecraft. 

The study’s scope is limited by its focus on three countries, which may not fully capture 

the diversity of governance practices in the Muslim world. Expanding the research to include 

additional countries with varying political systems could provide a more holistic view of 

Qur’anic principles in governance. The reliance on qualitative methods, while providing depth, 

could be complemented by quantitative analyses to assess governance outcomes more 

systematically. Future research should also explore the role of civil society and grassroots 

movements in implementing Islamic principles, broadening the understanding of their impact 

on governance at multiple levels. These areas represent promising directions for advancing the 

study of Islamic governance. 
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